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invention relates generally to telecommunications, and
more particularly to a device for transmitting digital data
over a communications medium by using a graphical user
interface. As is known in the telecommunications industry,

communications between a public switching telephone
network (PSTN) and a subscriber device such as a cordless
telephone is typically effected by way of a radio frequency

(RF) link. Typically, a dial-up telephone number is
converted to an RF signal representing the telephone

number using a modem and is transmitted over the RF link
to a corresponding receiver that is part of the subscriber
device. The receiver converts the RF signal back to the

original dial-up telephone number for further dialing and
connection to the PSTN. Public data networks (PDNs) such

as cable modem networks and ISDN networks are now
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becoming available to service subscriber devices such as
personal computers (PCs) and other types of consumer

electronics devices. A PSTN is normally coupled to the PDN
such that the PDN is accessible to the local PSTN and to the
subscriber devices. A subscriber device coupled to the PDN

can access the PSTN and other PDNs as if the subscriber
device was directly connected to the PSTN. Accordingly,
telephone communications can be effected over the PDN
using subscriber devices. One disadvantage to the use of

conventional PSTN telephony equipment when a subscriber
device is coupled to a PDN is that the user of the subscriber
device cannot interface with the PSTN from the subscriber

device in the same manner that he or she would if the
subscriber device were connected directly to the PSTN. In
order to access the PSTN, the user must use a separate PC

connected to the PSTN for dialing and initiating
communications with other systems. One method for

providing telephony using the PDN without using separate
PC equipment is described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,157,926 to Lin
et al. An access server is coupled to a local PSTN and to a

PDN and coordinates communications between the
subscriber devices coupled to the PD
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