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18.A landmark report on climate change announced on Monday by the United Nation's
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) set out to what could be called the distant future

(though it takes the world to 2100). It's the most comprehensive study yet by climate scientists,
drawing on 11,000 scientific publications in a bid to answer three key questions: How might the

world look in 2100? What do we have to do to avert the worst impacts? And how do humans act to
make that happen? The report helps lay the ground for the December climate summit (COP21) in

Paris, where nations will seek to seal an agreement to restrict future emissions to limit global
warming to 1.5˚C above pre-industrial levels. The study, released at the end of a four-week

conference in Stockholm, said that the world can expect to see increases in average temperatures,
extreme heat and sea level rise, with some areas set to become uninhabitable. However, it also said
the global economy can adapt to the climate change being sparked by increasing heat and rising sea

levels, and that the world could achieve a net-zero emission economy by around 2050. This study
directly contradicts a different UN report, released in September, which suggested the world has to
act immediately in order to avert catastrophic impacts and said achieving such a change will be a
"stretch goal" for keeping warming to under 2˚C. "This is a shock to both the scientific community
and to policymakers – the scientific community because it's an entirely opposite view," said John

Yohe, a professor of environmental studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara and one of
the authors of the study. Experts said the disconnect is because the latest study is a much more

coherent, well-thought-out piece. It says, for example, that we can avoid the most serious impacts if
the world invests in energy efficiency and renewable energy. "The report is a much better organized,
crystal clear and simple," said Chris Rapley, an emeritus professor at the University of Oxford, who

chaired the working group on the Paris impact assessment. Previous studies have often been
muddled or contradictory, and sometimes came to
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